LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
he simply wondered how the zemindar could bring
himself to do what he did, how he could choose to sacrifice
humanity for the sake of base lucre, and there could be
no human relations between him and his ryots save the
cash nexus.
Vijaykrishna formed a society, placing himself as the
leader ; and the mission of that society was to do
humanitarian work and mend the character of wicked
people. In mid-summer, water-reservoirs were erected
by this society at different places at Santipur, and the
weary wayfarers were given drinking water. In the
matter of moral uplift, the society rendered a good account
of itself. Once he took a rowdy boy on a boat and, in
mid-stream, threatened to drown him, unless he promised
to turn over a new leaf. Where gentle admonition failed,
Vijaykrishna had to be rather strict and unyielding. The
fellow was frightened out of his wits and from that day,
he became a changed man.
The women that came to Santipur on the occasion of
the Rash-yatra of Sree Krishna, were very often open
to the onslaughts of the wicked people, and Vijaykrishna
did his best to keep sharp watch on them and resist their
brutal advances. In order to test Vijaykrishna's morality,
a charlatan once came to him with his lips besmeared
with wine. This could not elude Vijaykrishna's penetra-
tion, and he slapped the fellow sharply on the face.
Vijaykrishna's lesson was not lost upon him. The fellow
apologised for what he had done and was so penitent
that he brought his passions under control ; and late in
life, when he turned a Sadhu and met Vijaykrishna, he
thanked his old benefactor and told him that he owed him
a debt which could never be paid back, for it was he that
made him what he became. Thus was foreshadowed the
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